Reading and writing
at Florendine

Reading at
Florendine

Here at Florendine, we consider reading
to be a very important skill. In many
ways, it is the gateway to all other
learning.
Once your child has settled into school, they will be
sent home with a lilac book in their book bag. These
are picture books with no words to allow children to
develop other reading skills. You can help your child
‘read’ these books at home by;

- asking your child what they can see in the picture.
What do they think is happening? Who do they think
the people are in the picture? Encourage your child to
explain by asking why they think so…
- make up a story as you look through the books e.g.
One day, Dad took Floppy to the park…

Here at Florendine, we consider reading to
be a very important skill. In many ways, it is
the gateway to all other learning.
Once your child has been taught the first few
letters in phonics, they will begin to progress
through the book band colours;

pink
red
yellow
blue
green
This year, we have decided to continue sending lilac books
alongside the pink reading books for a while, as these books
will help them build their speech and language skills.

Reading at home is the most important
thing you can do to help your child at school.
We expect children to read at home at least 5 times
a week.
At school, children will be learning a new
sound/letter every day, so it is extremely important
that they read as often as possible to put these new
skills into practice.
Children who do not read at home often find it
difficult to keep up with the pace that phonics
should be taught.
Children who do read regularly at home make good
progress in phonics and also find it easier to
write!

Reading at home is the most
important thing you can do to help
your child at school.
Children who read 5 times a week receive a Gold Award

Children who read 4 times a week receive a Silver Award
Children who read 3 times a week receive a Bronze
Award.

Those children who consistently receive Gold Awards
receive a reward of some sort with the Head teacher at
the end of each half term;
cinema afternoon, picnics, extra break times etc.

Reading at home is the most
important thing you can do to help
your child at school.
Reading at home doesn’t necessarily mean sitting down
for half an hour to read the whole book. It could mean;
- 5 minutes and a page or two as dinner is cooking
- 5 minutes in the car ride to school
- at story time before bed!
Any chance you have, whether it is 5 minutes or 15, will
really make a huge difference to your child’s progress.
In your child’s book bags, you will find a reading record.
Make a note in here anytime your child reads at home.

Phonics at Florendine…
•

We teach phonics using a combination of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme and Jolly
phonics.

•

Initially, your child will be taught Phase 2;

–

This begins with the letters s, a, t, p, i, n

–

We will then progress through the remainder of the alphabet in the order suggested by
‘Letters and Sounds’.

–

We will also teach Phase 1 alongside – this phase teaches children to discriminate
between different sounds (e.g. animal noises) and helps children hear the different
sounds in words clearly.

•

For each new sound taught, the children will learn an action and a song to help them
remember the grapheme (letter) – phoneme (sound) correspondence.

•

For each new sound taught, children will be taught how to form the letter.

•

We teach children the Letter names and letter sounds
e.g. The letter C – name – ‘see’, sound ‘ccc’

It is very important when saying the sounds at home that you use the pure sound, i.e. ‘c’ not ‘cuh’
as this makes it difficult to blend sounds together - Children cannot blend Cuh-Aah-Tuh the
same way as c-a-t. If you want to check how to pronounce the pure sounds correctly, there are
lots of videos on YouTube that show you letter by letter.

Helping your children with
Phonics…
• Watch the Jolly Phonic songs and stories on YouTube for the
letters S A T P I N
• Practise forming the letters S A T P I N.
• Practise recognising and writing your child’s name

Sound mat handout

Writing at Florendine
At Florendine, we teach children to write in a cursive style and in Reception they begin
by using pre-cursive. When your child first comes to school, they will learn to form every
letter with an exit stroke, like this…

a
This is a solid foundation for teaching joined handwriting later on.
Once children have learnt the letters of the alphabet, we begin to teach digraphs and
trigraphs as joined letters. Like this…

Writing at Florendine
• You can support your child at home by encouraging them to trace
over the handwriting sheets provided on a regular basis. Reluctant
writers are often more willing to try if you give them different
colour pens to trace over. You can even enlarge the letters and
trace over using paint, chalk, using a bottle of water with a sports
cap, or even tracing over the letters with a toy car.
• Constant repetition is the key, emphasising the correct formation
every time. It is essential that your child gets into good habits early
on and this includes having the correct pencil grip.

In Year 1

